Origin of the Concept of Maximum
Heterozygosity in Autotetraploids

by Yves Demarly

Please note: This contribution from Professor Demarly describes the
origins of the concept of maximizing heterozygosity in alfalfa. It is
reproduced in its original elegance to preserve his thoughts in his hand.
The information was used in a paper given at The Alfalfa Genome
Conference, 1999 at Madison, Wisconsin: “Maximizing Heterozygosity
and Progressive Heterosis in Alfalfa” by Robin Groose, Yves Demarly,
and Michael Dunbier. A forthcoming MGR will contain a literature
review of the subject.
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